Resources for China-ASEAN Relations
As a research institute based in Singapore, EAI keeps track of developments in relations and interactions between China and the individual countries of Southeast Asia as well as the ASEAN grouping as a whole. Two particular items are presented:
(1) chronology of events in China-ASEAN relations, and (2) important documents, such as speeches and agreements.
-the Editors China announces that the Lao Government has given a 30-year concession to a Chinese company for copper mining in Phongsaly province. China's initial investment will be $950,000. 7th
Xu Rongkai, governor of Yunnan province, meets with Laotian Deputy Prime Minister Asang Laoly. He notes that "some cooperation programmes between Yunnan and Laos are faring well", and promises to encourage more Chinese investment in Laos.
7-11th
General Secretary Hu Jintao of the Central Committee of the CCP holds talks with General Secretary Nong Duc Manh of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam in Beijing. The two sides exchange opinions and reach broad consensus on bilateral relations between the two parties, the two countries and issues of common concern. Hu tells Manh of China's consistent stance on Iraq and the nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula. He stresses that despite the changing conditions in international circumstances, China will adhere to its independent foreign policy of peace, safeguard world peace, promote common development and work unremittingly for a just and rational new international political and economic order. Manh says the world situation is now very complicated. Regardless of the result, the ongoing war in Iraq will exert a negative impact on international relations and further destabilise world economic prospects. 8th
A Malaysian company signs an agreement with the Shanghai municipal government to invest an initial $400 million to set up a computer chip factory with additional funds in later phases.
A Chinese police official in Yunnan announces the destruction of a major drug factory in Myanmar's Shan state by police units of the two countries. The Chinese media report that another joint police operation destroyed a drug factory "deep in a forest" in Myanmar on 28 April. 10th
Vietnam holds a ceremony on Grand Spratly Island, led by Deputy National Assembly Chairman Nguyen Phuc Thanh, to commemorate the "28th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Spratly Archipelago". (Hanoi's forces seized a large part of the archipelago on 29 April 1975, a day before Saigon fell.) At about the same time, Lt. Gen. Phung Quang Thanh, chief of the general staff of the Vietnam People's Army, visits several Spratly islands to observe military units stationed there. 24th
PetroChina announces it will join Malaysia's Petronas to buy an additional stake in Amerada Hess oil and gas rights in East Java. 25th
China announces it will donate 1,000 motorcycles worth $1 million (S$1.79 million) to help cash-strapped Indonesian police carry out their duties. 26th
Health ministers from ASEAN, Japan, China and the ROK meet in Kuala Lumpur to discuss SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome). They propose a slate of strict measures to combat the deadly virus. Departing passengers at airports, seaports and river ports were to be screened, and anyone showing symptoms would be barred from travel. In addition, visitors from affected countries would be required to submit forms declaring that they are in good health. This special ASEAN meeting amounted to an unprecedented regional effort to halt the spread of the virus that killed at least 293, mostly in Asia, and infected more than 4,600 worldwide. 29th
During an Emergency Summit on SARS held in Bangkok, the leaders of the 10 ASEAN nations and China agreed to set up a ministerial-level joint task force to monitor the implementation of the agreed upon collective steps. They vow to develop and strengthen co-operation on SARS, taking into account the practical measures adopted by the ASEAN+3 Ministers of Health Special Meeting held in Kuala Lumpur on 26 April. Aware of the toll SARS was taking on their economies, ASEAN and China leaders call on the international community to avoid indiscriminately advising people not to visit SARS-affected countries as this will choke economic growth.
MAY 2nd
The Indian media report that the country's security establishment is unnerved by China's construction of an airport in Myanmar across the border from Nagaland, a sensitive region in northeastern India. 3rd
Thai Prime Minister Thaksin says he will ask China to take action against narcotics factories that have moved from the Thai border area into China in response to Thailand's crack down on drugs. 6th
After four years of negotiations, the FTA between Singapore and the US is signed in Washington. It is the first between the US and one country in Southeast Asia, and will focus on removing Singaporean restrictions on a wide range of sectors including high technology, bio-science, e-commerce, information technology, as well as financial, legal, engineering, education and distribution services. The Agreement also makes plain Singapore's intention to keep the US engaged in Southeast Asia so as to balance the rise of the Chinese and Indian economic and political powerhouses. 8th
The Philippines agrees to form links between China and ASEAN on free trade issues, though with some reservations. 9th
The Bank of China officially opens a branch in Jakarta, after suspending operations in Indonesia in 1964. 13th
Twenty-four Chinese peacekeepers (members of the PRC's civil police force) return from a one-year assignment with the UN peacemaking operation in East Timor. Nong Duc Manh and other Vietnamese leaders say that in recent years, Vietnam-China relations have reached new heights on the basis of mutual trust. In the complicated international situation, it is of practical significance for Vietnam and China to strengthen unity and cooperation. The government and people of Vietnam will continue to strengthen the friendly relationship further and multi-faceted cooperation between the two countries.
The Vietnamese leaders praise China for its achievements in reforming and opening up, and express appreciation for China's active role in the international arena. They also hope the two countries will continue to enhance the exchange of views and cooperation in regional and international issues. In return, Li congratulates Vietnam on its progress in reforming and opening up and hopes Vietnam will achieve prosperity and development. Li also meets with the foreign ministers of Bangladesh, Pakistan, Indonesia and the Philippines. He stresses that the foundation of China's policy towards neighbouring countries is to remain good friends and good partners and be ready to strengthen regional cooperation and contribute to the peace and development of Asia and whole world at large.
On the same day, Li also attends an informal breakfast meeting on anti-drug programmes involving China, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos and India. The foreign ministers and delegates of these countries agree to strengthen coordination, especially in the fight against the cultivation and selling of drugs near the border areas of the five countries. 23rd
A CCP delegation meets in Jakarta with the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), the largest political party, and headed by President Megawati Sukarnoputri. 24th
The The Chinese media announce that 40 young people from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Myanmar had commenced studies at the Guangxi Zhuang International Youth Exchange Institute. The course is designated to "strengthen cooperation and deepen friendship" between young Chinese people and their peers in ASEAN. 14-18th
Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi arrives in Beijing for a five-day visit to China aimed at strengthening bilateral and business ties. Last year, two-way trade stood at $14 billion, and in the first six months of 2003 it had already reached $8.7 billion. The two leaders speak at length about economic ties, and Wen envisages total trade between the two countries possibly reaching $20 next year. During the visit, the decision was made to declare 2004 "Malaysia-China Friendship Year" to commemorate two important milestones in the historical ties between the two countries. It will be the 600th anniversary of the travels of Admiral Zheng He, who initiated the first ties between China and the Malacca sultanate. It also marks the 30th anniversary of the re-establishment of diplomatic ties that were resumed in 1974. The two governments sign five agreements on agriculture, outer space cooperation, remote sensing, labour recruitment and tourism. Fifteen private-sector memoranda of understanding were also signed, including one between Malaysia's UMW Toyota Motor Holdings Ltd. and China's Baoji Petroleum Steel Pipe Company to build pipe auxiliary material production plants. 15 th The Xinjiang Construction and Engineering Company signs a memorandum of understanding with the Malaysian firm Jasatera Berhad to co-develop a mixed commercial area in Pahang State, with a combined investment of S$105 million.
A senior delegation of defense technology officials from China meets with Indonesian Defense Department Secretary Air Marshal Suprihadi to discuss the sale of military equipment and future cooperation in research and production of military systems. Indonesia is seeking alternatives to the purchase of US military equipment in light of the current US ban on sales to its armed forces and what it sees as the unreliability of US supply arrangements that are subject to interruption on political grounds. 16th
A group of Chinese academics and financiers has formed a caucus to advise the Malaysian Government on how to attract more equity and capital investments from China. The group plans to encourage Chinese companies to establish offices in Malaysia and have them listed on the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange by 2006.
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad meets with a visiting Chinese military delegation in Putrajaya in Kuala Lumpur. He says that China is an important force for promoting regional peace and development and that Malaysia wishes to develop friendly relations further with Beijing. 17th
Premier Wen Jiabao holds talks in Beijing with Mari Alkatiri, Prime Minister of East Timor. The two sides exchange views on bilateral relations and issues of common concern. President Hu Jintao meets with him the following day.
Hu says that China and East Timor have enjoyed a long-term friendship, with the two countries forging diplomatic ties soon after East Timor became independent one year ago. Based on mutual respect and equality, the cooperation between the two countries has expanded while mutual trust has deepened over the past year. He expresses appreciation for East Timorean support to China on the Taiwan issue and other questions, and promises that China will support the efforts made by East Timor and the international community to stabilise and develop this new country. 17-19th Ministers from the six Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) -Myanmar, China, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam -meet in Dali, Yunnan province, to review 11 "key initiatives" centred on infrastructure and trade. China accuses Vietnamese gunboats of firing at two of its fishing vessels in "traditional Chinese waters" in the Gulf of Tonkin, violating agreements on sovereignty and fishing activities in the Gulf. China demands an explanation, recalling that similar incidents have happened in the past, requiring Beijing "to repeatedly express its dissatisfaction to Vietnam". Hanoi denies the accusation, but says it has one boat and its crew in custody in Haiphong.
OCTOBER 6th
During the 9th ASEAN summit in Bali, China and ASEAN agree on a special traffic-busting programme to launch their grand plan to establish the world's largest FTA. ASEAN trade ministers adopt a protocol paving the way for the implementation from 1 January 2005 of an "early harvest programme". It is largely a concession by China to give early benefits to ASEAN through tariff reductions on a host of agricultural and manufactured goods. ASEAN is reciprocating by giving tariff concessions to China under a traffic-harmonised system for agricultural products.
China and ASEAN countries agreed last year to create a free trade area covering 1.7 billion consumers. The Southeast Asian nations, which are in the midst of establishing their own free trade area, will also sign an FTA pact with India, the world's second most populous nation, as well as an agreement with Japan with provisions for an FTA. 8th
On the closing day of the ASEAN summit, Southeast Asian leaders ink security and trade pacts with China, India and Japan (the region's largest countries) a day after signing a landmark accord to forge an ASEAN common market by 2020.
China and India, both "nuclear capable", sign China's image as a contributor to the global system and assure the other leaders that the world has nothing to fear from a rising China, saying, "China will forever be a force dedicated to world peace and common development."
NOVEMBER 2nd
The Second Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference is held in Hainan province. The theme of the two-day meeting is: "Asia Searching for Win-Win: Development through Cooperation". Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao says in his speech that the only way to make Asia's renewal possible is to create a win-win situation through closer cooperation and stronger development efforts. He also outlines China's policies to assist in these. The meeting brings together more than 1,200 delegates from around the world, including incumbent and former heads of state and government, entrepreneurs and scholars.
2-6th
Singapore's Transport Minister Yeo Cheow Tong arrives in China for a fiveday visit to meet senior Chinese officials in Beijing, Shanghai and Xiamen. He and his Chinese counterpart jointly officiate the opening of the SingaporeChina Xiamen Aviation Academy on 6 November. In Beijing, he visits Communications Minister Zhang Chunxian, and the Minister for the General Administration of Civil Aviation of China, Yang Yuanyuan. Yeo and Zhang agree that both countries could cooperate in many areas in the maritime sector as China is a major exporter and Singapore is a hub port. "We will focus on safety and port operations because these are the two areas that will be of greatest concern to both countries", said Yeo. 18th
Singapore and China launch a joint council to promote political and economic cooperation during Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong's working visit to China. It will focus on human resource development, exchange of visits, Suzhou Industrial Park, exchange of high-tech research and expertise, development of China's western region and help China go global. Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Chinese Vice-Premier Wu Yi will co-chair the council. 
